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Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MANILA I50I0 230503Z 
12 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-OI EA-10 ISO-00 RSC-OI /019W 

01 1430 

R 230455Z DEC 74 
FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9331 
INFO USDOC WASH DC 

UNCLAS MANILA 15010 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECEM, RP 

SUBJ: USE OF NTA IN DETERGENT MANUFACTURING 

1. COMMISSION REYNALDO M. LESACA OE NATIONAL 
POLLUTION CONTROL COMMISSION HAS WRITTEN TO AMBASSADOR, 
REQUESTING INEORMATION ON NITRILOTRIACETIC ACIDS (NTA) 
WHICH HE UNDERSTANDS IS BANNED IN MANY COUNTRIES BECAUSE 
OF ITS TOXIC EFFECTS. QUERY IS PROMPTED BY DESIRE OF 
DETERGENT MAKERS TO USE NTA AS SUBSTITUTE FOR SODIUM 
TRIPOLYHOSPHATES (STPP) WHICH IS IN SHORT SUPPLY LOCALLY. 

2. SPECIFICALLY, LESACA WISHES ANSWER TO EOLLOWING 
QUESTIONS - 

A. WHETHER U.S. IS USING NTA IN DETERGENT MANUEACTURING 

B. IF USED, WHAT ARE POSSIBLE EFFECTS WHEN INCORPO- 
RATED IN LOCALLY PRODUCED DETERGENT PRODUCTS. 

C. ANY PROPOSED LIMITATIONS AS TO ITS MAXIMUM PERCENTAGE 
IN LIMITED PRODUCTS. 

3. APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT OBTAINING DESIRED INEO EROM 
COMPETENT AGENCY. 

SULLIVAN 
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Disposition Remarks: 
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Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: MANILA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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ISecure: 1 
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